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Email: office@dunstan.school.nz

THE NEW ZEALAND CURRICULUM

You may have read in the media that the NZ school
curriculum has been revised. This applies to all schools,
early childhood, primary and secondary.

The revised curriculum requires us to review/revisit the
essence of what we are trying to achieve for our students
at Dunstan High School.

Early next term, we are going to run a homework
competition that will involve our students sitting down with
you and working out the things that they and you think are
really important - the things that should guide our teaching
and learning culture here at school. Your feedback will be
part of our final document. It will also be a chance to
establish the things that you think we need to work on for
the next five years.

A student from each year level who creates an
excellent ‘project’ will win a half-day trip to Queenstown for
a fun afternoon.

As a staff, we will have two Teacher Only days in Term
2 to collate your thoughts with ours and develop our DHS
curriculum framework.

The teacher only days are Monday 18 May and
Tuesday 5 June (after Queen’s Birthday). We will also run
a PTA BOT Forum evening to share the draft ideas and
make sure we are on track. This exercise will hopefully
produce a really clear and simple framework that
describes who we are, our school culture of learning and
what qualities and actions we want our young people to
exhibit as adults.

Vision how we will achieve the goals we
have for our students, eg to be

confident

Values the qualities and beliefs we all try

to live by in school, eg honesty

Principles [= the underlying elements that
will guide our curriculum, eg high
expectations

Key Competencies [ social and academic
skills our leavers need
for a successful life, eg
self management

School Motto = encapsulating our prime

purpose
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES REPORT

Your most recent school account (enclosed with Interim
Report) will include an amount for the School Activity
Donation for 2009. | am therefore writing to explain the
reason for this.

We, as a school, are proud of the extensive range of
academic, sporting and cultural opportunities we are able
to offer our young people. Many of these activities are not
funded by the Government and are only able to be offered
through the support of the community, both financially and
through volunteered time.

Examples of what the School Activity Donation support
includes: extra library resources, school magazine, co-
curricular music equipment, sports equipment, inter-house
competitions and equipment, participation in tournament
weeks and also the functions of the Student Council. We
have always been very appreciative of the level of support
the school receives and ask that you continue to make this
payment.

Because costs have increased in recent years, the
Board of Trustees has made a decision to increase the
Activity Donation contribution from parents this year to
$60.00 (one child), $115.00 (two children) and $145.00

(Family).
The school donation is eligible for a tax rebate
which can be claimed against tax returns. A receipt is

available for this purpose.
Grant Campbell, Chairman BOT

REPORT EVENINGS
Junior — Tuesday 7 April 2009 4 — 7 pm
Senior — Wednesday 8 April 4 — 7 pm
Interim Reports were posted to families 2 April 09

On the back of the Interim Report is space for making
interview bookings.

Each student is responsible for making an interview
time with the teachers they and their parents wish to see.

Please have your son/daughter make the appointments
as quickly as possible to ensure there is a time available
for you.

The report evenings are an important connection
between home and school and we encourage you to come
to have a chat about your daughter/son’s progress and
how parents and teachers can work together to support
student achievement.

Supporting the roles of the Sports and Arts Coordinators in the school:
Fulton Hogan Central, Breen Construction Co Ltd, Ce  ntral Motorways Coaches,
Paper Plus, Peter Lyon Shearing Contractors, PlaceM

akers Alexandra and Tony Botting, London




SCHOLARSHIP RESULTS

Scholarship is awarded to the top 3% of students in a
Year 13 subject. Scholarship examinations are separate
from Level 3 exams and are set at an advanced level,
equivalent to second year university.

They assess critical thinking and wide learning not just
the narrower NCEA curriculum.

To achieve a pass in one subject is exceptional.
Around 100 students in the country get a scholarship in
any one subject (it varies on student numbers). An
outstanding pass is awarded to the very top students in
each subject.

There are good financial incentives with these exam
passes and the universities focus on students who have
scholarship passes.

Our students have achieved some
excellent individual results this year.

Ross Hogue achieved scholarship
passes in Chemistry and Geography.

Jared Lewis (Year 12, 2008)
achieved  scholarship  passes in
Chemistry and Physics.

Helen Liley achieved a scholarship

pass in English.
Jack Thompson achieved a scholarship pass in

Physics.

Lewis Williamson achieved scholarship passes in
Chemistry and Mathematics with Calculus.

Well done to all these students for rising to the
challenge of these elite exams and taking on the extra
revision and study involved.

We will be offering e-learning scholarship exam classes
again this year through our on-line Otago-net learning
system. Mr Buchanan will be coordinating students who
wish to register for this on-line learning
(jbuchanan@dunstan.school.nz)

RELAY FOR LIFE - CANCER SOCIETY

"It's about being a community that takes up the fig ht!"
Service to Others - One of our cornerstone values is
service to other people. It was wonderful to see two
groups of students take the initiative and organize teams
to raise money
for cancer
support in
Central Otago.

Congratulations
to the two teams
of Dunstan High
School students
who showed
initiative and
care for others in
participating in
the "Relay for
Life" in Cromwell
this weekend. All
money raised
goes into our local community to support those fighting
cancer and celebrating the lives of cancer survivors with
the long term aim of moving towards a cancer free world
for future generations. That means our brothers sisters,
mothers, fathers, grandparents and friends...

‘Team McLellan', a Year 9 team including Tom
Pedofsky, Abe Taucher, Hogan Gourley, Nathan
Garry, Cody Benck, Liam Hopkins and Drew
Henderson showed enterprise and industry in organising
themselves for the event and seeing it through. The
support of their sponsor McLellan's Plumbing Limited was
fantastic

;k"" . . J . 3
Yr 9 team that participated in the ‘Relay
for Life’ 24 hour walk last month. Absent:
Abe Taucher.

Karen Gourley

Winning the
prize for the
team with the
best name was
“The Fellowship
of the Baton”.

Our team
consisted of
twelve Yr 12
Dunstan
students: Alice
Finch (Team

Captain), Rosie
Whiting (Vice
Captain), Jemma Young, Jordan Aitcheson, Robert
Paulin, Regan Dodd, Jessie Gourley, Brittany Webb,
Laura Sanders, Ginny Sutton, Cameron Edgar and
Rowan Hamill.

We decided to form a team and fundraise in support of
the Cancer Society. Many of our team members have lost
someone close to them due to cancer, and those who
hadn't, just wanted to take the chance to support a good
cause.

I would like to make a special mention of Danny Garry ,
who wasn't part of our original team, but who made a
phenomenal effort on our behalf. Along with Jordan (for
most of the time), Danny walked non-stop for five and a
half hours in the early hours of the morning — you guys are
legend.

This event was lots of fun and it was also pretty awe-
inspiring with a huge $165,000 being raised for the Cancer
Society by 77 teams.

Yr 12 ‘Relay for Life’ team

Alice Finch

REES: YEAR 10 CAMP, MT ASPIRING
We had a wonderful camp at our Mt Aspiring Lodge.
The seniors did a brilliant job leading the programme and
the class responded with enthusiasm and involvement.
The teamwork exercises brought the class together and
the games ensured everyone was included and listened
to.
A lot of quieter students had a chance to share their
great personalities and we spent a lot of time laughing.
Well done, what a great group to be away with.

YEAR 12 GEOGRAPHY FIELD TRIP

On Monday 16 March our Yr 12 class completed their field
research on the Bannockburn and Nevis Valley area.

We are so lucky to be able to use our beautiful local
environment for research that is relevant and engaging.

Thanks to Duncan Henderson , who farms at Happy Valley,
for his time in allowing us to burrow into his fields and in



explaining the huge changes in farming occurring at the present
time.

Also, thanks to Lex McLean for his assistance and rich
knowledge explaining the landscape changes in his lifetime of
living and mining in the Nevis.

The competing needs of farming, mining, recreation,
conservation, settlement and power are going to see continued
change in our landscape.

- —— T

FROM THE SPORTS COORDINATOR

SOUTH ISLAND SECONDARY SCHOOLS TEAMS
TENNIS CHAMPIONSHIPS
SC FINANCE TENNIS CENTRE TIMARU
13-15 MARCH 2009

Dunstan High School again represented Otago in the
mixed division of the South Island Secondary Schools
Championships in Timaru. John McGlashan College
represented Otago in the boys division and St Hilda's
College in the girls division.

The Dunstan Team consisted of Simon Anderson,
Daniel Garry, Lucy Anderson and Harriet White.

In the first match against St Kevin's College, Lucy
Anderson and Harriet White played extremely well to
both win their singles match and then combined to win
their doubles match. Simon Anderson and Daniel Garry
both narrowly lost 3 set matches, but the two sets won
enabled Dunstan to win the tie 8 sets to 6 and gain 3
valuable bonus points.

Dunstan then played matches against three very
strong teams, St Andrews College (last year's National
Champion side), Wakatipu High School (playing for
Southland) and Lincoln College. Everybody played well
but these schools’ extra match play proved decisive.

On the last day, Roncalli College was played. There
was a number of close matches with Simon and Daniel
being unlucky to lose their doubles match 6-7 6-3 (5-10)
but gained a valuable extra point to enable Dunstan to
maintain fifth place.

At the Prize Giving Ceremony, a tribute was given to
the Dunstan High School Team, with Daniel Garry being
awarded the ‘Sportsmanship Award’ (The award being
decided by votes from all the other teams at the
tournament).

Everybody enjoyed the tournament and the chance to
play against some of the best tennis players in New
Zealand.

HELP!

Netball Coaches urgently needed at all levels. We have
seven teams selected for which we don't have coaches.

These girls are keen but we can't enter them in
competition without a coach. Training for coaches is offered
by Netball Otago and we urge all of our coaches to
participate.

Contact Heather Whiting 4487235 or Sarah Reid at the
High School, 4488595.

CENTRAL OTAGO HOCKEY
Mark Smithell is visiting the region and players and
coaches are encouraged to attend his coaching session.
Good for players who may look at coaching one day also.
Alexandra session - Sunday April 5, Dunstan High School
field behind the Terrace School.

OTAGO PADDLES UP

This kayaking event was held on 14 and 15 March on the
Hawea River. Dunstan High School hosted and ran the event this
year which was a great experience for us.

The weather during the weekend was fantastic. Most of our
Slalom Squad competed on the Saturday in the C1, C2 and team
events.

After extracting three of our junior paddlers from camp on
early Sunday morning, we had our full squad competing in the K1
on Sunday.

All of the Dunstan paddlers benefited
greatly from the hit out in preparation for
the all important Secondary School
Championships on the Mohaka (inland
from Napier) and the NZ Open Nationals at b
Kawerau to be held shortly. -

The most outstanding result was Finn f !
Butcher’'s efforts in the K1. At 13 years of
age, he is now breathing down the neck of
his coach, Gordy Rayner. He has a big
future in this sport. Results were:

U14M K1  Finn Butcher , 1%; Marcus Norbury , 2™

Matthew Arnott , 3

Ul4W K1  Deahna Shearer , 2™

U16M K1  Geoff Johnson , 2™

U16W K1 Rachael McLellan , 1%; Nakia Randle , 2"

U18M K1l  Cam Day, 2"; Robert Paulin , 3

Open: Marcus Norbury , 31

Open K1 Teams:
Nick Henderson, Cam Day and Robert Pauli, 2"
Marcus Norbury, Jamie Edgar, Nick Pascoe, 3

Finn Butcher

SOUTH ISLAND SLALOM KAYAK CHAMPIONSHIPS:

These were held on the man-made Tekapo course on 21 and
22 March.

The K1 teams event was held on the Saturday which provided
plenty of entertainment for the crowd, with several kayakers
getting surfed in the top hole, many having to roll and the
occasional swim in the fast narrow section of the course. For two
of our group, it was their first outing on this course, making it
increasingly difficult to have to paddle it in a teams event first up.

We relaxed on Saturday evening in the hot pools before
heading back to camp.

Sunday was the K1, with most of our paddlers mastering the
course before the finals. Results were:

Nick Henderson , 2™ U18M; Cam Day, 3™ U18M; Declan
Pearson , 3" U16M; Rachael McLellan , 1% U16W; Finn Butcher ,
1% U14M; Marcus Norbury , 2™ U14M; Matthew Arnott , 3"
Ul4Mm.

OTAGO SECONDARY SCHOOL ATHLETIC

CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS 2009

Dunstan High School was well represented by a team of
20 enthusiastic competitors at the Otago Secondary School
Championships held at the Caledonian grounds on Friday 13
and Saturday 14 March in still, cool, overcast conditions.

The following results were achieved:
Under 14 Boys : Keegan Bennett 1% shot Put 9.88m, 3"
High Jump 1.45m, 5" Discus 25.23m; Liam Mulvihill 2™
discus 28.66m, 2" triple jump 9.38m; Cody Benck 4™ 800m
2 min.30.3
Under 14 Girls : Kimberley Ashton 5™ 4 x 100m relay 59.9;
Kayla McDonald 5™ 4 x 100m relay 59.9,3" triple jump
8.34m; Ashley Wilson 5™ 4 x 100m relay 59.9, 5" triple jump
8.15m; Madeline Dykes 5™ 4 x 100m relay 59.9, 5" 70m
hurdles 13.88
Under 15 Boys : Tahnae Wilson-Brown 3™ discus 29.01m,
Under 15 Girls : Abby Washington 2" discus 24.53m;
Nakia Randle 5™ 3000m 13:41.26.
Under 16 Boys : Jayden Laws-McKay 2™ 100m hurdles
14.83 6" 100m 12.60
Under 16 Girls : Nicole Ross 4™ 100m 14.38, 3™ 200m
29.19; Courtney Davies 1% discus 28.16m, 3" shot put
8.05m; Jonelle Fulton 1% shot put 8.53m, 4" triple jump
8.15m, 4™ long jump 4.34m.
Over 16 Boys : Gus Kerr 3™ 300m hurdles 43.08, 1% 100m
hurdles 16.81, 2" long jump 5.73m; Thomas Mulvihill 1%
triple jump 12.26m, 4" long jump 5.51m, 5" 100m 12.15.



OTAGO-SOUTHLAND SECONDARY SCHOOL
ATHLETIC RESULTS 20/21 MARCH 2009

Eleven capable athletes represented Dunstan High School
after qualifying at the Otago Secondary School Championships
the week before. The meeting was held in atrocious conditions
but despite this some outstanding performances were achieved.

Below is a list of the results:

Under 14 Boys: Keegan Bennett 1% shot put 9.94m, 5" discus
28.31m, 5" high jump 1.40m; Cody Benck 7" 800m 2: 31.74;
Liam Mulvihill 2™ triple jump 9.01m, 4" discus 28.36m

Under 14 Girls: Madeline Dykes 3 70m hurdles 13.14.

Under 15 Girls: Abby Washington 2™ discus 23.80m.

Under 16 Boys: Jayden Laws-McKay 1% 100m hurdles 14.67,
5" 100m 12.17.

Under 16 Girls: Nicole Ross 6" 100m 13.71, 6" 200m 29.29
Courtney Davies 1% discus 25.51m, 3" shot put 9.29m.

Jonelle Fulton 1% shot put 10.08m, 4™ triple jump 8.55m, 6™ long
jump 4.27m.

Over 16 Boys: Gus Kerr 1% 110m hurdles 16.13, 1% 300m
hurdles 42.28, 4™ long jump 5.72m; Thomas Mulvihill 2" triple
jump 12.17m, 6" long jump 5.44m, 7" 100m 11.64.

Mr Hamilton was very pleased with the fine performances and
was very encouraged by the emerging athletes Cody, Liam,
Keegan, Madeline and Nicole. It is possible a similar team will
compete at the National championships to be held in Timaru at
the end of the year.

SKIING

Dunstan High  School
Year 10 student, Nick
Pascoe, enjoyed a very cold
summer holiday break. Nick
was selected to race in the
New Zealand Junior Ski
Team at the Topolino
International race in the
Italian Alps in mid February.
Nick trained with the team in
Switzerland for six weeks
before traveling with the nine other team members to the race
mountain .Topolino is considered to be the ‘Olympics’ of Junior
Ski Racing with 46 countries represented and over 400 athletes
competing. Nick finished in the middle of the field of 120 athletes
in his slalom event which is a great result considering the
immense competition on the European ski scene.

Nick Pascoe

ALEXANDRA BADMINTON CLUB OPENING NIGHT
Mon 6 April 2009 - 7 pm at the Molyneux Stadium
All students and their families are welcome, all levels
catered for. No charge on opening night and racquets are
available. Club nights every Monday night after this date.
Hope to see you there!

Ngé& mihi mahana ki a ki a koutou o Alexandra Height s
Motel mé t6 koha ki a matou. On behalf of the Dunst  an
whanau | would like to thank Alexandra Heights Mote |
for their generous donation of linen to the whare. We
are most grateful.

Na Whaea Tui.

Talk it Threuglh

Julie Williamson Jamie Clark
Counselling office T Block
Office Block Dining Room
Email: Email:

juliew@dunstan.school.nz jamiec@dunstan.school.nz
Phone — 027 5956888 Phone — 027 5956900
Come for a chat. Contact us by:
Chat box (library) Office
Email Phone
Through a friend, teacher, dean, parent, etc
Or just slip a note through our door

Communication Works

ARTERATI

Olivia van den Yssel is responsible for the
choreography for the Alexandra Musical
Society’s Children’s Theatre Production of
‘Dreamaker’ which will be staged in the school
holidays 17 — 19 April. Dannielle van der
Linde and Eleanor Gale have helped to paint .
the backdrop. Olivia van

We wish Leila Parbhu well at the Westport den Yssel
Performing Arts Competitions in the school
holidays. Leila is competing in Ballet in six sections.

Kirsten Blee, Danika Gilbert and Olivia van den Yssel are
competing in the Mosgiel Performing Arts Competitions in the
second week of the holidays. Kirsten and Olivia are competing
in Ballet and Jazz in 15 Sections over the weekend. Danika is
competing in Ballet and Jazz in 6 Sections. Kirsten is dancing to
seek nomination to Nationals in Jazz. We look forward to
celebrating their successes in the first newsletter of the new term.

We have two pupils who are honing their theatrical skills in the
holiday. Nicole Stevenson is attending the National Youth
Drama School for 8 days in Havelock North, Nick Goudie is
attending Beyond the Camera for 6 days in Christchurch.

In music, Simon Anderson is attending his first week-long
workshop with the NZ Secondary Students Choir in Palmerston
North during the second week of the holidays.

UPCOMING EVENTS:

10-13 April - Art Society Art Exhibition , Clyde Wine and Food
Festival. Pupils are welcome to exhibit their work for sale. 25%
commission on all sales. Work required to be of a high standard,
able to be hung. Entries close on Friday with Judy Campbell 448
7815, but she has said that she will take entries up until Monday.
8 May - Year 11, 12 and 13 Drama Students trip to Dunedin to
view “The Proposal” (lunchtime) and “Emma” (evening).

14 May - Strike Percussion will perform for the whole school
(funded from the cultural levy).

2009 PARTNERSHIP PLAN

GOLD - Allied Press, Alexandra Rotary Club, Budges Centr al Pharmacy and Bookshop, Central Betta Electrical,
Checketts McKay Law Ltd, Cooneys Clothing and Footwear, Criterion Club Hotel , Downer EDI Works Limited, Feron
Motor Court Ltd, Gas & Engineering Supplies Ltd, L J Hooker, Magnum Mac Dunedin, MWH NZ Ltd, Omakau
Commercial Hotel, Otago Daily Times Print, Phil Morri s Electrical, Southland Building Society, Stadium Bar a nd Grill
Alexandra, Stu McLeod - Courier Post, Tarbert St Denta | Surgery, Terrace Distributors (1985) Ltd, The Comm  unity
Trust of Otago, Tony Botting — London.

SILVER - Alexandra Avenue Motel, Alexandra Physiotherapy, Brian Luff Automotive, Mcintyre and Associates, Cur rie
Motors, Davis Auto Electrical Ltd, McLellan’s Plumbin g and Heating, Tyreland-Treadwell, Wedgerwood Joine  ry.
BRONZE - ANZ, Alexandra Night ‘N Day, Alexandra Inspirati on, Bell's Shoes Unlimited, Geoff Weller Surveying
Consultant, Grant Ward Nissan, House of Travel Alex andra, The National Bank of New Zealand, Stems Flor ist,

The Warehouse.



