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THANK YOU VERY MUCH 
A huge thank you to all the families who supported our 

efforts to raise funds to send to Alexandra Secondary 
College, Alexandra, Victoria, Australia. Our local Rotary Club 
has a connection with Alexandra (Australia) and through them 
we realized that although not damaged by the recent fires, 
Alexandra Secondary College was the evacuation point for 
people in the Alexandra District including nearby Marysville 
where one in five people lost their lives.  

We have since learned that three students from the school 
died in the fires and 40 students belong to families where they 

lost all they 
own, 

possessions 
and houses. 
The school 
has still not 
returned to 
normal as they 
struggle to 
help those so 
affected by the 
tragedy.  

Here at 
Dunstan High 
School we set 
a goal, to raise 

$NZ2,000 to send to Alexandra Secondary College to help 
them help others. It is amazing that not only have we reached 
our goal, but we have raised enough to send $2000 
Australian dollars. Many tutor groups reached their magic 
$100 target while Mrs Vercoe’s group must be congratulated 
for raising $208. Special thanks to one anonymous donor who 
contributed $300 to “pay forward” the help received in the 
Alexandra (Central Otago) fires ten years ago.  

Well done and thank you to The Terrace Primary School 
who added the money they collected from their coin trail to 
our grand total.  

 
 

CONGRATULATIONS  to Year 13 students, Jon Thom  
and Lewis Williamson  who have received Alumni 
Scholarships to meet their first year tuition fees at Otago 
University. Well done boys.  

 
 

NEWSLETTER BY EMAIL 
Many thanks to those who have replied to our email trial. It 

appears approximately 80% of caregivers are happy to 
receive the newsletter by email. 

It was also interesting to note positive comments received: 
�  ‘Thanx for that. The color was great, and the photos look 

much better in color. Thanx for saving a forest this year. 
God bless’, Wendy   

�  ‘Great to receive the newsletter by email, no problems. Kind 
regards, Jenny  
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�  ‘Excellent’  Neville  
�  ‘All good here thanks’  Wendy 
�  ‘Newsletter came through perfectly so much better this 

way than hard copy.’ Thanks McDonalds 
�  ‘No problems at all. Great colour!!’     Kirsty  
�  ‘Awesome - looks great in colour’ 
�  ‘Great to receive the newsletter by email, no problems.’ Kind 

regards, Jenny  
�  ‘All looks great thanks’, Barbara  
�  ‘No problems this end, it was nice to see a bit of colour - 

good idea.’ Cheers, Marilyn  
Any caregivers who have yet to contact the school 

regarding emailing of the newsletter or any changes to their 
contact details, please contact awills@dunstan.school.nz  

STUDENT ACCOUNTS POSTED MONTHLY 
In the past, we have posted accounts fortnightly with each 

newsletter mailing; however, we will now post accounts on a 
monthly basis at the end of each month. During this transition 
there will be no accounts posted during the month of March.  
Instead, we will post accounts with the Interim Reports on 
Thursday, 2 April 2009.  

Any queries in the interim, please feel free to contact us 
either by phone or accounts@dunstan.school.nz 

Terri Schwer / Executive Officer  
 
 

 

ARTERATI NEWS  
There are a range of opportunities to experience the arts in 

our community in the next week or two. 
�  14 – 20 March  – 7.30 pm – Clyde Hall   
Clyde Theatre Group  is staging “Stepping Out“   - a comedy 
about a group of tap dance students, set in the 1980's, by 
Richard Harris.  Tickets available from Floorpride, Alexandra.   
Ticket prices - Monday and Tuesday $18.00, Saturday, 
Sunday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday $20.00.  
�  20 Mar – 7.30 pm – Alexandra Memorial Theatre 
The Fortune Theatre  (Dunedin’s Professional Theatre) 
brings us  “Duets”.   Janice Marthen, Fortune Theatre 
Manager said - “we believe the production would be of 
interest to drama students. It is essentially about 'us' and our 
various relationships! Being a two-hander, it is an enormous 
amount of work for actors and I believe drama students will 
be fascinated as the two actors go through the transitions”.  
Tickets prices are – students $15.00, Adults $35.00, 
Community Service Card Holders $30.00, Group booking of 
five or more $28.00 each.  Tickets available from Budges 
Pharmacy. 
�  21 March – 19 Apri l – Central Stories   
Local artist Maxine Williams is holding an art exhibition – 
“Zoom In Zoom Out ” (paintings, sculpture and video).  
�  25 Mar – 7.30 pm – Alexandra Memorial Theatre  
The Royal New Zealand Ballet brings us “Tutus on Tour”.   
Tickets $15.00 up to 15 years, $30.00 thereafter.  Tickets 
available from Budges Pharmacy. 

Students can find further information on the Arts Notice 
Board in the Library Foyer. 

Shakespeare’s “The Merchant of Venice”  opens in 
theatres around the Country on 19 March.  This new 
production stars Al Pacino, Jeremy Irons and Joseph 
Fiennes.  Should be well worth seeing if you happen to be 
somewhere where it is screening. 
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PERFORMING ARTS WARDROBE 
HELP!! We have been doing an inventory and have found 

that several of our black and red Can Can Skirts and Tops are 
missing  

�  Red full skirt with black ruffle on bottom 
�  Black top with red ruffle 

We do remember that they were borrowed for an event 
some time ago! A lot of time/effort and dollars went into the 
making of these costumes and we need them for 
performances.  

If you can help us track them down or if you have them 
lurking in a back cupboard, please phone the office, 03 
4488595. We will be very grateful to have them back.  

 
 

EARTH HOUR 
This is a worldwide event to raise awareness of 

sustainable living. Earth Hour is to encourage people around 
the world to be aware of and moderate their energy use. This 
is going to be held at 8.30 pm, Saturday 28 March 2009. We 
encourage people to to turn off all their lights for an hour from 
8.30 pm. People at DHS are encouraged to take part in this 
event!  

If you would like more information come to our weekly 
Tuesday meetings in A5 at lunch time.  

Esther Oh, The Planeteers 

 
Students from The Terrace Primary School 

with Ken Taylor, Rotary President 



 
 

FROM THE SPORTS COORDINATOR 
Sports Coaches and Managers Evening   

An evening for all people interested in coaching or 
managing any sports team for Dunstan High School will be 
held on March 18 in the School Library from 7:30 pm. 

Light refreshments will be provided and it will be an 
opportunity to find out more about sport and our 
organisational systems at the School. 
Rugby - First Training for all Teams  

The first training for all DHS Rugby Teams will be held 
after school, on the school grounds on March 19. 

This will be the first opportunity to meet your Coaches and 
discuss the coming season of Rugby. 
Netball Trials  

Yr 9 and 10 Girls:  Dunstan High School Netball Trials will 
be held March 17 and 25 from 3.30 pm-5 pm at the Molyneux 
Netball Courts. 

Yr 11, 12, 13 Girls: Dunstan High School Netball Trials 
will be held March 18 and 24 from 3:30 pm - 5 pm at the 
Molyneux Netball Courts. The 24th is the Tuesday following 
Anniversary Day on the Monday so mark this in your school 
diary! 
Netball Otago Development Camp:  19-22 April based at 
Hostel, $265. Open for all Netball players Yr 9-13. Forms on 
Netball Otago website 

Sarah Reid, Sports Coordinator 
 

TENNIS 
DUNSTAN HIGH SCHOOL VS CROMWELL COLLEGE 
CROMWELL SATURDAY 28 FEB 2009  

Dunstan High School Junior Boys Tennis Team played an 
interschool tennis match against Cromwell. 

The team consisted of Nathan Garry, Cody Benck, Abe 
Taucher and Tom Pedofsky .  All of the Dunstan players 
played extremely well and eventually won  five matches to 
one. 
  
DUNSTAN HIGH SCHOOL VS JOHN MCGLASHAN 
COLLEGE SUNDAY 1 MARCH 2009 EDGAR CENTRE 
DUNEDIN 

 The Dunstan High School Boys Team played a John 
McGlashan team in a match on 1 March at the Edgar Centre 
in Dunedin.  We were lucky the match was played indoors as 
Dunedin turned on a very wet day. 

The team consisted of Simon Anderson, Daniel Garry, 
Nathan Garry and Richard Bennett .   

Simon played well to win his singles, Daniel played for 
over 2 ½ hours to eventually win a very close three set match 
and both combined to win their doubles.  Richard played well 
at No 4 to win his singles.  Dunstan won four matches to two. 
  
NATIONAL SECONDARY SCHOOLS TEAMS FINAL 
TIMARU MARCH 13-15 2009 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 

YOGA AND MEDITATION:  12.30 – 1 PM  
Starts Wednesday 18 March, S Block – sign up at 
Counsellor’s Office or  Admin Block please.  
 

 

DOWNHILL MOUNTAIN BIKING 
Three of our students competed in the Southern round of 

the NZ Downhill series – Cam Johnson  in U19 and Troy 
Stewart  in U17 and Georgia Wight  in Senior Women.  

 

Cam Johnson 
 

Troy Stewart Georgia Wight 
Dunedin: 7th 20th (punctured) X 
Coronet: 6th 1st 2nd 

Blenheim: 7th 2nd X 
Overall Result: 6th 2nd x 

They also raced in the National Championships in Nelson 
recently. Conditions were awful – it was very wet, and the 
track very slippery as well as being one of the steepest tracks 
in NZ.  

Georgia is now the NZ Senior Women’s Champion after 
winning. 

Cam was tenth, while Troy did not start because of an 
injury sustained in a fall in the seeding race. 

Well done, a fine effort, keeping Alexandra to the fore in 
Downhill.  

 
KAYAKING OCEANIAS – MANGAHOE 

A small group of paddlers travelled to the Mangahoe 
(close to Shannon) at the end of the holidays. 

They were there to race in the 
Oceania Slalom Championships. 
Being an international race, the course 
was a tough one with many gates 
requiring absolute precision in order 
not to incur penalties. 

Our most successful paddler was 
Nick Henderson , getting eighth in the 
open men’s K1, which placed him third 
in the U18 competition. This was an 
outstanding result, as he was 
competing against two Olympians and 
NZ’s best Open Men’s paddlers.  

Finn Butcher  and Marcus Norbury  thrived on the course, 
getting through to the B final and finishing as the top U14 
paddlers. 

All paddlers benefited greatly by the experience on the 
Mangahoe course. 

Participants were:  Nick Henderson, Finn Butcher, 
Marcus Norbury, Geoff Johnson, Matthew Arnott, Dyla n 
Thomson (Coach) and Mark Johnson  (Manager).   

The Slalom Squad head up north for the secondary 
schools competition and the Nationals late in Week 8 of this 
term. Bon voyage and good luck! 
 
HPV VACCINATION PROGRAMME  - A reminder to all parents: 

The first dose of the HPV vaccine will be given to the Year 9 
girls on 1 April. If a student is away that day, the nurses will 
identify a return date for a catch-up clinic. 

If you have not already returned vaccination consent forms, it 
is not too late. Extra forms are available from the school office. 
Late consents can be brought to school on the day of vaccination. 

Parents or caregivers can accompany their daughters on the 
day of vaccination, if they wish. Please ask the office what time 
the nurses will be at your school. Only girls (under 16) whose 
parent or caregiver has consented in writing will be given the 
vaccine at school. On the day of vaccination, please ensure your 
daughter has breakfast, and wears a loose-sleeved top, if 
possible. Next year, nurses will offer the HPV vaccine at school to 
girls in Years 8, 11, 12 and 13. 

All girls born on or after January 1, 1990, are eligible for free 
HPV vaccine through their GP practice. 

Any queries regarding the school based programme in Otago 
can be directed to the Public Health Nurse, Sue Philip, 4404309 / 
027 229 0063,  

 
Simon Anderson, Harriet White, Lucy Anderson  

and  Daniel Garry. 

 
Nick Henderson 



 
 

CAREERS CORNER 
Well Done!! Natasha Davis, school leaver 2007. 

Natasha has just been selected as an 
international flight attendant for Jetstar flying to 
Australia. She completed her Level 3 Travel and 
Tourism Course in 2008 at the Sir George Seymour 
School of Tourism in Dunedin. 

Natasha completed her Level 2 course at school 
in 2007 as a Year 12 student and determinedly took 
a risk to go straight to tertiary study and pursue her 
goal.  

It has paid off with her selection into the new 
Jetstar service out of Auckland. She is one of a very 
small group employed. She was keen to pass on to 
others the success of the Sir George Seymour 
programme and also the importance of working 
hard, living a healthy lifestyle and having a clear 
goal. Well done, Natasha! 

 
 

UNIFORM SHOP 
Thursdays 11 am – 12.30 pm 

Some students still need correct uniform items, 
particularly jerseys and polar fleeces!! Please 
support us in this. 
 
 

FINAL NOTICE FOR SOCCER REGISTRATION 
Alexandra United Football Club 

We are still accepting registrations for this year’s 
soccer season up until Friday 13 March.  

Please contact Barbara Carroll 
barbaracarroll@xtra.co.nz  or  448 7355 home 

 
 

SEIDO KARATE – ALEXANDRA 
Beginners class, every Wednesday at 6 pm in the 

Girl Guide Hall, Ventry Street, Alexandra, for nine 
year olds up to adults.  Train for fitness, self 
defence, self confidence.  The cost is $3 per week. 

For more information, please phone Senpai 
Gillian on 448 8507.  All welcome. 

 

GOLDFIELDS SCHOOL  
HIGH COUNTRY TRAIL RIDE 

Cannick Station, Bannockburn, Central Otago 
Saturday 28 March 2009 

 

 

Counselling office 
Office Block 

Email: 
jwilliamson@dunstan.school.nz 

 
T Block  

Dining Room 
Email: 

jamiec@dunstan.school.nz 
Come for a chat.  Contact us by: 

�  Chat box (library) 
�  Email 
�  Office 
�  Through a friend, teacher, dean, parent, etc 
�  Or just slip a note through our door 

 
 
 

HOLIDAY SEMINARS CHARITABLE TRUST  
has again organised school holiday workshops for Bright 
Sparks, Tall Poppies, Odd Bods, Creative Thinkers, High 
Flyers and Gifted and Talented Students 8-15 years old, 15 to 
22 April 2009 at Selwyn College, Kohimarama, Auckland. 
Workshops include: WORD WIZARDRY, MONSTERS AND 
TYRANTS, PLAGUE AND PESTILENCE, CARTOONS AND 
ANIMATION, COMIC BOOKS, FANTASY GRAPHICS, 
MATHS MAGIC, MIND READING, VISUAL PERCEPTION, 
CHANCE AND DESTINY, SPY SCHOOL, IMAGINATION 
CHALLENGE, STRATEGY SYMPOSIUM, MOVIE MAKING, 
CRIME SCENE INVESTIGATION. 
www.holidayseminars.co.nz/next_seminar for full 
workshop descriptions. 
 
 

TREBLE CONE LOCAL YOUTH  
SEASON PASS OFFER 

- $149 until 31 March (it then increases to $450), 
OR 

- Free if you enrol in the ten-week Treble Cone 
free rider programme ($680). Bookings need to 
be made by 31 May. 

If interested, get an application form from Mr 
Johnson. 
NOTE:  He is planning to continue running ski trips 
to Treble Cone on Sundays during T3. Expected 
cost base on last year is $45 per day for lift, lesson 
and hire.  

 

2008 PARTNERSHIP PLAN 
GOLD - Allied Press, Alexandra Rotary Club, Budges Centr al Pharmacy and Bookshop, Central Betta Electrical, 

Checketts McKay, Cooneys Clothing and Footwear, Cri terion Club Hotel, Downer EDI Works Limited, �Feron Motor 
Court Ltd, Gas & Engineering Supplies Ltd, L J Hooker , Magnum Mac Dunedin, MWH NZ Ltd, Omakau Commercial  

Hotel, Otago Daily Times Print, Peter Lyon Shearing Co ntractors, Phil Morris Electrical, Southland Building Society, 
Stadium Bar and Grill Alexandra, Stu McLeod - Courier  Post, Tarbert St Dental Surgery, Terrace Distributors  (1985) 

Ltd, The Community Trust of Otago, Tony Botting – L ondon. 
SILVER - Alexandra Avenue Motel, Brian Luff Automotive, M cIntyre and Associates, Currie Motors,  

Davis Auto Electrical Ltd, McLellan’s Plumbing and He ating, Tyreland-Treadwell, Wedgerwood Joinery. 
BRONZE - ANZ, Alexandra Night ‘N Day, Alexandra Inspirati on, Alexandra Physiotherapy, Bell’s Shoes Unlimited, 

Geoff Weller Surveying Consultant, Grant Ward Nissa n, House of Travel Alexandra, The National Bank of New 
Zealand,  Stems Florist, The Warehouse.  

 
Julie Williamson 

 
Jamie Clark 


